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TAGS: ETRD.PFOR.CZ 

SUBJECT: MESSAGE FROM TRADE MINISTER BARCAK 

REF: PRAGUE 218 

1 . APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S REPORT OF MINISTER BARCAK'S 
INTEREST IN MEETING WITH SECRETARY OF COMMERCE KREPS. 
AGREE WITH EMBASSY THAT CURRENT WAVE OF SEVERE POLITICAL 
REPRESSION AND CONTINUING ANTI-AMERICAN PROPAGANDA IN 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA MEDIA MAKE PROPOSED MEETING INADVISABLE. 

2. REQUEST EMBASSY, AT ITS CONVENIENCE, NOTIFY MINISTER 
BARCAK THAT MEETING AT PRESENT TIME WOULD BE INADVISABLE 
AND UNPRODUCTIVE, BUT THAT AS POLITICAL CLIMATE BETWEEN 
OUR TWO COUNTRIES IMPROVES. WE WOULD CONSIDER SUCH A 
MEETING, EITHER HERE OR IN CZECHOSLOVAKIA, ESPECIALLY 
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IF IT WOULD LEAD TO BETTER COMMERCIAL RELATIONS. 

VANCE 
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